February  2nd,  1899. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  report  for  the 
year  1898,  giving  the  amount  of  sickness  from  zymotic  diseases, 
vital  statistics,  and  some  account  of  work  done  in  the  Inspector’s 
Department.  The  zymotic  diseases  of  the  district  as  regards 
notifiable  diseases  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  The  number  of 
cases  reported  to  me  during  the  year  amounted  to  59,  consisting 
of  the  following,  viz. — Scarlatina  46,  Diptheria  1,  Enteric  Fever 
5,  Erysipelas  6,  and  Puerperal  Fever  1.  The  non-notifiable 
infectious  diseases  brought  to  my  notice  were  26  cases  of  whooping 
cough,  and  only  one  of  measles  up  to  the  beginning  of  November, 
when  the  latter  became  epidemic  over  a  portion  of  the  district. 

Scarlatina — a  few  cases  of  this  disease — a  legacy  of  the  preceding 
year — was  present  in  the  villages  of  Lintz  and  Burnopfield,  and 
from  these  sources  cases  occurred  almost  continuously  until  it 
finally  ceased  at  the  end  of  July.  It  only  however  invaded — 
exclusive  of  the  villages  mentioned — Hobson,  Tantobie,  Clough 
Dene,  and  immediate  neighbourhood.  Although  it  was  moving 
about  so  many  months  in  thickly  populated  places,  it  never 
assumed  an  epidemic  form.  In  November  a  case  was  notified, 
but  discovered  subsequently  to  be  enteric  fever.  A  case  was 
imported  in  December  and  effectually  isolated. 

Diptheria — A  visitor  was  responsible  for  the  only  case  reported. 
It  was  probably  not  true  diptheria  from  the  fact  that  no  ill  effects 
followed  from  contact,  and  enquiry  showed  that  the  disease  was 
absent  from  the  district  where  the  patient  resided. 

Enteric  Fever — The  prevalence  of  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 
depends  greatly  on  the  sanitary  state  of  a  district.  It  can — like 
other  infectious  diseases — be  introduced  and  then  pro>  'ogated  by 
contact,  but  it  is  the  one  least  likely  to  become  epid  mic  if  the 
surroundings  are  sanitarily  good.  The  number  of  Typhoid  cases 
returned  during  the  course  of  the  year  was  only  five,  and  they 
appeared  at  the  following  places  and  in  the  following  order,  viz.: 
two  at  Burnopfield  in  January,  one  at  White-le-Head  in  September, 
one  at  Tanfield  Lea  in  November,  and  another  in  December. 
The  first  two  mentioned  were  members  of  the  one  household,  as 
also  were  the  last  two.  In  both  instances  the  fullest  enquiry 
failed  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  initial  cases,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  regarding  the  case  at  White-le-Head. 
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Erysipelas  might  be  expunged  from  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases 
so  far  as  concerned  the  cases  reported. 

Puerperal  Fever — The  case  was  probably  non-specific 

Diarrhoea — The  infantile  form  was  rather  prevalent  during  the 
hot  dry  weather,  and  whatever  the  exciting  cause  might  be  the 
disease  is  classed  among  the  infectious. 

Whooping  Cough — On  two  occasions  Whooping  Cough  was 
imported,  the  first  time  into  the  Causey  in  the  month  of  January, 
and  the  second  time  into  Lintz  in  June.  The  latter  case 
succumbed  early  and  before  imparting  the  disease  to  others. 
The  former  was  followed  by  twenty  more  cases. 

Measles — Probably  Measles  is  the  most  active  of  all  infectious 
diseases  in  the  early  stage,  and  a  single  case  may  distribute  the 
infection  right  and  left  before  the  malady  is  recognised.  Once 
established  it  gets  beyond  any  control  by  isolation  and  runs  the 
usual  course  of  an  epidemic.  Outbreaks  occurred  in  June  and 
November,  but  the  results  were  widely  different.  A  visitor 
arrived  at  Tantobie  in  the  former  month  with  a  child  suffering 
from  Measles,  it  being  suspected,  isolation  was  adopted  from  the 
outset  successfully.  In  the  latter  month  the  disease  invaded 
White-l  e-Head  and  Tantobie  simultaneously,  it  spread  rapidly, 
and  through  the  medium  of  the  half-way  schools  it  extended  to 
Tanfield  Lea,  Clough  Dene,  and  Hobson.  The  Schools  affected 
were  closed  for  a  period  with  very  good  results. 

The  joint  Hospital  Board,  consisting  of  members  of  the  various 
Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils,  comprising  the  Lanchester 
Union  intend  having  a  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  constructed 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  hospital  is  to  provide  accommodation 
for  the  Stanley,  Annfield  Plain,  and  Tanfield  districts,  and  a  fairly 
central  site  has  been  selected.  The  chief  difficulty  in  getting 
patients  tcvaccept  the  benefits  of  an  isolation  hospital  was  owing 
to  the  gimt  distance  they  had  to  be  conveyed,  that  objection 
being  removed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  more  advantage  will  be  taken  of 
the  one  near  at  hand.  The  usefulness  of  an  isolation  hospital  is 
not  merely  to  deal  with  an  epidemic,  but  to  afford  complete 
isolation  to  the  initial  case  of  an  outbreak  and  preventing  it 
reaching  the  proportions  of  an  epidemic. 

Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of  the  new  Vaccination  Act; 
not  many  conscientious  objectors  have  so  far  taken  advantage  of 
it.  Having  vaccinations  performed  at  their  own  residence,  with 
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calf  lymph  guaranteed  to  be  pure,  may  probably  induce  a  greater 
number  to  accept  the  services  of  the  public  vaccinator,  and  have 
the  operation  efficiently  done,  thereby  doing  away  to  a  great 
extent  with  imperfect  private  vaccination. 

There  are  no  trades  or  manufactories  in  the  district  prejudicial 
to  health,  the  main  industry  is  coal  mining,  and  although  the  coal 
is  soft  and  dusty  the  disease  known  as  miners’  Asthma  is 
practically  absent. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  amounted  to 
318,  and  the  deaths  to  127,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  37*4,  and  a 
death-rate  of  15  per  1000,  estimating  the  population  at  8,500; 
probably  this  may  be  an  under  estimate  judging  from  the  birth¬ 
rate. 

Deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  were  as  follows,  viz  :  Scarlatina 
3,  Measles  2,  Whooping  Cough  1,  and  Diarrhoea  2,  total  8,  equal 
to  slightly  over  6  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths,  a  most  satisfactory 
record. 

Infantile  mortality  figures  very  largely,  more  than  a  third  of 
the  deaths  were  under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  with  the  addition 
of  those  between  one  and  five  years,  it  will  be  seen  that  one  half 
the  deaths  occurred  under  five  years  of  age.  Preventable  diseases 
had  practically  no  bearing  on  the  excessive  mortality  amongst 
infants,  as  only  seven  succumbed  to  the  various  kinds. 


IqspecfoijV  Department 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  effected  throughout  the 
district. 

Burnopfield. — The  whole  of  Burnopfield  has  been  overhauled 
and  all  defects  left — consisting  chiefly  of  delapidations — are  being 
gradually  remedied.  Four  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  one  was  demolished,  one  closed  altogether,  and  the 
others  were  rebuilt.  Several  additional  out-offices  were  built,  a 
large  number  thoroughly  repaired,  and  a  few  objectionable  open 
privy- middens  entirely  removed. 


4 


Leazes. — One  defective  house  was  ordered  to  be  closed.  A 
number  of  new  out-offices  have  been  erected,  and  the  drainage 
perfected. 

High  and  Low  Friarside. — Notices  of  closure  have  been  given 
to  the  owners  of  three  insanitary  houses,  one  has  been  put  into 
satisfactory  condition.  All  the  other  defective  houses  have 
undergone  repairs,  and  from  one  block  the  earth  was  excavated 
to  remove  dampness. 

Lintz. — A  large  amount  of  earth  was  removed  from  the  back 
of  a  row  of  houses  to  make  it  dry.  Thirty  new  out-offices  were 
built  to  replace  unsightly  privy-middens  Several  improvements 
are  needed  especially  to  those  houses  situated  at  the  brick  flats. 
The  owners  have  converted  four  houses  into  eight,  but  orders  to 
remedy  all  defects  and  also  restore  the  houses  to  their  original 
state  have  been  issued  by  your  Board. 

Hobson. — The  sanitary  condition  of  this  village  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  only  the  privies  and  ashpits  are  separate,  and  the 
former  not  accessable  to  carts.  It  would  improve  matters  to 
have  them  attached. 

White-le-head. — One  insanitary  house  was  closed,  and  several, 
notably  Liddle’s  Cottages,  were  repaired  and  made  decently 
habitable.  New  out-offices  have  replaced  some  that  were 
delapidated.  Not  all  the  defects  in  this  village  have  been 
remedied  yet. 

Tantobie. — Two  houses  unfit  as  dwellings  were  closed,  and  two 
in  a  similar  condition  have  been  rebuilt,  also  fourteen  defective 
made  good  with  new  out-offices  in  connection. 

Tanfield. — The  nuisance  arising  from  the  insanitary  privy- 
middens  has  been  remedied. 

Tanfield  Lea. — All  in  good  order  as  regards  the  houses  and 
out-offices. 

The  Causeys,  consisting  of  Blue  and  Red  Rows. — Many  of  the 
houses  in  both  rows  were  out  of  repair,  and  some  were  damp. 
It  required  a  certain  amount  of  pressure  before  the  needed 
improvements  were  carried  out. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  village  of  Friarside  has  been  drained  and  the  connection 
attached.  The  sewage  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation. 
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Mountsett  drainage  was  joined  to  the  Hobson  sewer,  and  the 
sewage  allowed  to  flow  down  as  a  ditch.  One  of  two  plans  ought 
to  be  adopted,  either  treat  the  sewage  on  the  Sutton  system,  or 
extend  the  sewer  to  the  outfall  works  at  Tantobie.  New  sewers 
have  been  laid  in  the  village  of  Tanfield  and  the  sewage  is  treated 
by  broad  irrigation.  A  sewer  was  laid  down  at  Flint  Hill  and 
joined  to  the  Tantobie  system. 

At  the  village  of  Tanfield  Lea  the  sewage  is  carried  off  chiefly 
by  open  channels,  and  these  in  time  might  be  replaced  by  modern 
drains,  and  some  form  of  disposal  works  constructed,  the  latter,  of 
course  is  the  more  important.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the 
Causey  Blue  Row. 


SCAVENGING  AND  REMOVAL  OF  REFUSE. 


The  Council  have  undertaken  the  control  of  the  scavenging  and 
removal  of  refuse.  Refuse  is  removed  by  contract  for  all  occupiers 
who  agree  to  pay  a  charge  of  fifteen  pence  per  quarter.  The 
work  of  both  has  been  done  in  a  satisfactory  manner  under  the 
supervision  of  the  inspector. 


The  slaughter  houses  have  frequently  been  inspected  and  found 
clean  and  in  good  order. 


There  are  a  large  number  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the 
district,  many  are  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  in  others  the 
ventilation  might  be  improved. 

No  prosecution  was  found  necessary  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  The  water  supply  is  both  good  and  abundant  and 
covers  the  whole  district  excepting  Beamish  Red  Row,  Dyke 
Heads — consising  of  six  houses — and  a  few  isolated  houses  at 
different  parts. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
T.  BENSON, 


The  Urban  District  Council, 
Tanfield. 


Medical  Officer. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1898,  IN  THE  TANFIELD 

URBAN  DISTRICT, 

Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  September,  1895. 
The  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  Sick  of  this  District  is  situated  at  Leadgate. 
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